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This package provides information about  
translucent properties of MEGANITE Solid Surface  

and how to handle and fabricate these beautiful colors. 
 

Always review the translucent properties  
with your designer, your fabricators, and etc.  

before choosing the material. 
 

the 
care 
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colors 
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March 21, 2013 
MEGANITE Product Update: Translucent Properties for 813A, 912B, and 913B 

 
 
This is a product update regarding the translucent properties of 813A White Crystal, 912B Green Ice, and 913B 
Blue Ice.  
 
It is very important to review the below information and share it with your organization.  
 
You should pay close attentions to:  
 

1. Recommend Application for 813A White Crystal: This is a white translucent color. It is recommended 
for backlighting applications because lights can shine through it and to create illuminations. The result is 
a contemporary and a modern feeling. See attached for sample color effects. This color is less 
recommended for the conventional vertical or horizontal applications with strips or frame-like supports. 
See Item 3 for more information.  

 
2. Backlighting Test: There are many choices in lighting source today. Therefore, when using backlighting, 

it is recommended to test the lighting effects with the desired source before placing order. MEGANITE 
does not recommend using lights that emit high level of heat.  

 
3. Visible Supports: Supports like wooden strips, steel or wood frames, MDF cutouts, and etc. are much 

more visible with these translucent colors than other non-translucent MEGANITE colors. For 813A White 
Crystal, the supports can be visible under daylight or in normal household lighting.  

 
4. Seaming: Seams maybe be more visible when backlit. Tight seams will lessen the shadow effect but not 

completely avoid shades.  
 

5. Adhesives: Special formulated adhesives with more translucent colorants are needed for the more 
translucent colors. Please inquire with your adhesive suppliers. 

 
6. Understand the Material and the Cost Differences: 813A White Cristal is translucent and made with 

100% acrylic resin. 912B Green Ice, and 913B Blue Ice are translucent but made with polyester-acrylic 
blend. Therefore, 813A is priced higher due to material cost and manufacturing differences. Please note 
that 912B and 913B are the only 2 colors MEGANITE produces using polyester-acrylic blended resin. All 
other colors are made with 100% acrylic resin.  

 
7. Reference Material for 813A White Crystal: A good reference material for fabrication tip and 

application is the Corian’s Artic Ice (Illumination Series).  
a. Color Detail:  

http://www2.dupont.com/corian/en-us/bi/color/arctic-ice.html 
b. Fabrication Guide: 

http://www2.dupont.com/Surfaces_Commercial/en_US/assets/downloads/pdfs/Illumination_Serie
s_Tech_Bulletin_Fab_Guide.pdf 

 
The translucent colors are great for today’s contemporary designs. Special attentions to the light translucency 
properties are needed.  
 
If you have any general product questions, please email info@meganite.com or inquire with fabricator or 
MEGANITE Distributors.   
 
Regards,  
 
MEGANITE INC. 
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DESIGN AND  FABRICATION TIPS 

FOR MEGANITE “ICE SERIES” AND “WHITE CRYSTAL 813A” 
 
The Meganite Ice Series and White Crystal 813A is a translucent type of solid surface that offers a 
wide opportunity for unusual design applications.  These special qualities of Ice and White Crystal 
813A need to be considered during the specification, design and fabrication processes to allow for 
the best end result. 
 
Translucent Properties 
 
As with any translucent product, there needs to be an extra consideration given to the end result 
desired, and the process to meet that need.  It is possible that part or all of the structure under the 
½” thick top may show through or “shadow” the top.  Care should be given to consider the effects 
of the wooden support system, edge detail buildup strips, seam blocks, seam adhesive and silicone 
caulks for example.  All of these types of materials may add a darker look to that area of the top, 
and depending upon the lighting, might be seen from the top of the material.  For installations 
where an undermounted bowl is used, the flange area of them bowl might also “shadow” through 
and be seen. 
 
These darker shadows may not be acceptable to certain buyers and they need to be cautioned 
regarding this look.  To hide most of these effects, it is possible to reduce or eliminate them by 
painting the back of the top materials. This will darken the entire top in the areas where there are 
no support strips, edge detail buildups, etc. and will offer a more consistent color to the final 
installation. 
 
Working with the Ice Series and White Crystal 813A 
 
It is recommended that when painting the back for this purpose, only the ½” top needs to be 
painted – not the areas where the “shadowing “ occurs.  The entire top be fabricated first – 
including all edge detail buildups, seaming, bowl installation, etc.  Excess adhesives ( “squeeze-
out” ) should be removed.  After all adhesives have dried and the fabrication complete, painting of 
the backside is then suggested. 
 
For most cases where a backlit application will not be used, painting the backside will be the 
preferred installation process. 
 
The unique feature of a translucent product will encourage a wide range of design flexibility.  The 
Meganite Ice Series and White Crystal 813A will allow you to use the effects of the natural lighting 
at the installation site to enhance the finished top.   
 
We strongly recommend that you test the ideas prior to jobsite installation and to review them 
with the specifier, owner, and end-user.  It is critical that they fully understand the sue and effects 
when purchasing translucent products such as Meganite Ice Series and White Crystal 813A. 
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Back Paint Method 
 
To reduce the effects that the surrounding light at the installation site may have on a top 
manufactured with a translucent product, it is recommended that the backside be painted.  Below 
are tips to help with that painting process. 
 

! Paint the top after it has been completely fabricated – including all buildup edges, seams, 
bowl installations, etc. 

! Clean off all excess adhesive from edge buildups and seams. 
! Use 2 coats of paint to obtain an even application. 
! Paint all backside Meganite surfaces, including any remaining adhesive that was not 

removed. 
! Paint brands and colors to consider are: 

o Translucent Green Ice  Sherwin Williams Aloe SW6464  
! http://www.sherwin-williams.com/homeowners/color/find-and-explore-

colors/paint-colors-by-family/SW6464-aloe/ 
o Translucent Blue Ice  Sherwin Williams Rapture Blue SW6773 

! http://www.sherwin-williams.com/homeowners/color/find-and-explore-
colors/paint-colors-by-family/SW6773-rapture-blue/ 

o White Crystal 813A  General White Paint or Gray Paint 
! Painted backs could effect your translucency. Please try the painted backs on 

your fixtures and light source before deciding the color or/and before 
installation.  

 
( Since these are custom mixed paints, pigments and mixing processes may vary; the final color 
may differ from one batch to another.  While this in not likely to affect the desired purpose, always 
test the process before installation. ) 
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Other Fabrication Suggestions 
 
Other suggestions that should be considered when fabricating a top with Meganite Ice Series and 
White Crystal 813A are: 
 

! Due to the high resin content, Ice Series may appear to be more brittle.  Be sure to always 
carry sheet “on-edge” and move carefully in the shop and on the jobsite. 

! Always use sharp, carbide-tipped tooling that has been properly maintained. 
! Cut and rout all processes at a slower rate than acrylic products. 
! Always use spring clamps on the edge buildups.  Be sure to keep consistent, strong, and 

adequate pressure along the adjoining strips, and at 2” intervals. A lack of pressure may 
result in a thin line between these strips on the edge detail. 

! Be sure to use enough adhesive to eliminate voids between the buildup strips. 
! It is not recommended to use a clear acrylic block under the seam, but rather a ½” thick 

piece of material used for the webbing support, adhered only with silicone adhesive. 
! When removing wood blocks on the top, adhered with hot melts, use care to remove prior 

to sanding and finishing. 
! Finishing steps are the same as other Meganite colors. It is important not to skip or rush this 

process.  


